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Source: BLS
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Source: Mark Zandi
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Source: Economic Policy Institute

4.8

9.6

10.7

5.9

4.5

8.7

10.1

5.5

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

Start of recession Most recent data Projected peak Change from start to 
projected

EPI Unemployment Projections

United States Pennsylvania



January 15, 2010 www.epi.org 7

Source: EPI Analysis of Census Data

2008
Poverty rate as  result of 

higher unemployment Change in poverty 

Poverty rate 

All 13.2% 14.8% 1.6 pp 

Adults (18-64) 11.9 14.5 2.6

All Children 19 27.3 8.3

Black Children 34.5 52.3 17.8

Elderly 9.7 9.7 0

Whites 8.6 19.5 10.9

Blacks 24.7 33.3 8.6

Hispanics 23.2 21.5 -1.7

Single Mothers 37 48.3 11.3

The Human Consequences



WE ARE SHORT 10.6 MILLION JOBS
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• Mark Zandi: the chief economist for Moody’s 
Economy.com (January 13. 2010): “I would 
provide more stimulus…$150 or $200 billion 
dollars…We need to make sure that we don’t 
get back into recession.”

• Martin Feldstein, former head of the Council 
of Economic Advisors for President Reagan, 
“There is a significant risk the economy could 
run out of steam sometime in 2010.”

Other Voices
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EPI 5-Point Jobs Plan

• Enact new job creation tax credit

• Create public service jobs

• Strengthen the safety net

• Increase investments in infrastructure

• Provide fiscal relief to states and local 
governments
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Source: Economic Policy Institute
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Source: American Society of Civil Engineers
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What’s in Congress

• House: $154 billion
– Infrastructure: $48.3 billion
– Public service jobs: $26.7 billion
– Safety net: $55.5 billion
– Fiscal relief to state and locals: $23.5 billion

• Senate
– Loans to small businesses
– Infrastructure
– Energy efficiency
– Public service jobs
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