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Longstanding problems

1. No goal of fully funding schools
2. Low relative state contribution – 38%
3. Most funding not based on formula
4. Inadequate state funding leads to

gross inequities between districts
5. Low-wealth communities need the 

most, try the hardest, have the least



Adequacy Gap in 2020-21: $4.6 B
Calculated by Prof. 
Matthew Kelly of Penn 
State using a 
benchmark in the 
School Code
More than half of all 
school districts are more 
than $2,000 behind per 
student.
Find the per-student 
gaps in each school 
district online at 
FundOurSchoolsPA.org 
/FindYourDistrict. • Lancaster: $4,583

• Greater Johnstown: $5,271
• Wilkes-Barre: $4,902
• William Penn: $5,700

• Shenandoah Valley: $8,533
• Panther Valley: $5,633
• Philadelphia: $4,976





The Petitioners

Parents in Wilkes-Barre, 
William Penn, and Philadelphia 



Supreme Court Clears the Path



A “Landmark Case”



The Dispute



What Does the Education 
Clause Require?

ARTICLE III.

Sect. 14. The General Assembly shall
provide for the maintenance and support
of a thorough and efficient system of
public education to serve the needs of
the Commonwealth.



What Does the Education 
Clause Require?



What Right, if any, Is There 
to Education?



A Foundational Premise: 
All Children Can Learn



A Foundational Premise: Funding 
Must Be Evaluated Related to Need



The Existence of Inadequate 
Funding



Low-Wealth Districts Do Not 
Have Enough Funding

The poorest school districts:
• have $7,800 less to spend 

per need-adjusted student 
than the wealthiest districts, 
despite taxing themselves 
at higher rates.

• have higher numbers of 
kids who need more 
resources to access their 
education.

• cannot raise enough local 
tax revenue to keep up with 
rising mandated costs.



Low-Wealth Districts Cannot Provide 
the Resources Students Need



Students Lack Sufficient 
Well-Trained Adults



Students Lack 
Adequate Facilities



Students Lack Adequate Facilities



Students Lack Adequate Facilities



Students Lack Adequate Facilities



Students Lack Adequate Facilities



Students Lack 
Instrumentalities of Learning



Unacceptable Results



Unacceptable Results



Wide Achievement Gaps



The Root Cause 
of Achievement Gaps



Low-Income Students Do Better 
with More Resources



Conclusion: Money Does Matter



Cause and Effect



The Court’s Order





The Remedy



The 2023-24 Budget



Not a Down-Payment on 
Transformative Change

Statewide: 
• Basic Education Funding increases at the 

rate of inflation
• Special Education Funding increases at 

the rate of inflation
• No funding for Level Up



The Road Ahead



THANK 
YOU


