Key Terms — Allegheny County Reassessment Situation

Common Level Ratio (CLR)

What it is: A factor used in assessment appeals to translate a property’s current market sale price into
a value that'’s intended to remain roughly comparable to the county’s base-year assessment system.

Why it matters: When the CLR changes significantly, it can shift who tends to “win” appeals (taxing
bodies vs. taxpayers) and can affect local tax bases over time.

Plain-English version: It's the math that tries to keep appeals “fair” when the county’s official
assessments are old.

“Newcomer tax”

What it is: A pattern where recent homebuyers end up paying higher property taxes than
long-tenured neighbors in the same area because the home’s sale price triggers an appeal, and the
assessment is increased.

Why it matters: It can feel like a penalty for moving into a neighborhood — and it can create unequal tax
bills between similar homes on the same block.

Plain-English version: Two neighbors can own similar homes, but the newer buyer pays more because
the system reacts to the sale.

Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA)

What it is: A data-driven approach to valuing large numbers of properties using statistical modeling and
standardized inputs (property characteristics, comparable sales, etc.).

Why it matters: CAMA can improve consistency and efficiency, but it depends heavily on data quality,
validation, and oversight. Some research and real-world experience raise concerns about valuation
errors and equity outcomes, so implementation choices and quality controls are critical.

Plain-English version: Software-assisted assessment that can be faster and more consistent — if it's
built and checked carefully.

Read more: Bringing the Reassessment Saga to an End (Keystone Research Center)



https://keystoneresearch.org/?p=57753
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